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Winter ; Evening's 8 upon Tt = 
Doe rine of Original Sin, beeweenl, a 1 4 4 
Miniſter and three of his N e 
| accidentally met together. Ben 


JIRST Neightour to the Mister in. There = 
is ſo much difference between ou miniſters as to 
religious matters, what ſhall; we poor people do? 
ä How ſhall we know who to follow, or what 4s right ? 
 Ainifer./ Since, atiniflers dle but fallible men, as well as 
ochere:(kftarialtokolo indy and learning), it is not nor 
need it be any great matter of ſtumbling, if they as we 2 you 
are of different minds as to ſome things. Even the Apoſtles | 
| themſelves in Prudential matters, wherein they had not the in- 
fallible guidance of the ſpirit, but were left ta their own diſ- 
£retion, were of different minds allo. Who can wonder then 
that we differ in many things, being infallible in none? And 
therefore we conſtantly warn you not to follow any of us im- 
pᷣlicitly : For that als he $000k ou lords of your "faith. Call 
no man, father upon earth, either of this or paſt ages. For if you. 
do, you are their diſciples and not Chrifts. . To the law and ta 
e teftimony : Like the noble Bereans ſearch the ſcripture daily, 
"MW to ſee whether the things you hear, or read, are ſo or hot. If 
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7 any give you not this cquaſel, depend upon. it Moy: fear the 
— FF focipturee are againſt them. 
: nm But after all, perhaps there is not {> much difrence 65 me. 
may imagine, If the wiſeſt and beſt of all the contending ing par- 
ties could converſe together, till they throughly underſtood one 


another, I don't think they would quarrel any more. Tis true, 
= 0 eee e, 8 e gia 
it, „who run truth a But the 
wiſer and better ſort, tho. they are call'd by ſo many different 
names, yet differ in but few and ſmall things, 'compar'd with 
the many great and fundamental matters wherein they are 
A DA "5 ee . there is One God, 
4% 8 dias 


5 ü Fanity, aud make ix 1 


3 — "25 ; ag ns; governor nd _ 4 hs 
world. They all believe the difference between virtue and vice, 
good and evil, They all believe themſelves under obligations 
to bye, fear, obey and truft in God their maker. They believe 
in Jeſus Chriſt, as the glorious Redeemer and Saviour of men, 
appointed by God, and therefore able, to ſave unto the uttermoſt 
all who come unto God by him. They believe that he took 
Jieſ aud blood, liv'd on eatth, publiſh'd | his religion as contain'd 
in the goſpels, and confirm'd it by miracles : That at length 
3 died for us, and roſe again fram the dead, aſcended into heaven, 
d there ſitteth our advocate at the right hand of God,making 
- Intarceſſion for us. They believe a' future tate arrdſa 


reſurreFien- of the dead, both of the juſt and of the unjuſt ; : 


that men are now in a ſtate of probation; or trial for tery 
ty; that there is a day of judgment coming, when i God ,W 
will render unto all men, according to their deeds done here 
in the body, whether good or bad; this the: giv thall he- cas 
 Forted, and the wicked tormented, &c. &c. 
Now ſuppoſe they who agree in theſe and a en of other 
things, which muſt be allow d to be almoſt infiniteiy the great. 
eſt, ſhould differ in a few lefſer matters, tis no wonder; 
fre | it ſhould never break their charity: The things wherein 
agree, / being ſo many more, and ſo much greater, than thoſe 
wherein they differ, ought ſurely to be a much ſtronger argu - 
ment-for mak love and union, than theſe can be for the contrary. 
Iſt Neighbour. Don't they differ about the doctrine of origi» 
nal fin, ſome believing it, and Pony 5 Y IN: can naher . 
charity for each other ? | 
"Min. I hope ſo, why not 2 To 14 KEE 4 
1ſt Neigh. "Why ſure this is not a nue ing 1 3577 
Min, Yes ſure tis a very little thing,compar'd " with 52 ee 
tals of religion, juſt now mention d. 
Iſt * -e# What is a fundamental, if this is hots: 
Min. The preat things already mention'd, and Fr like, 
* the 0, and /obergft chriſtiant are agreed; the want 


of which is abſolutely inconſiſtent with religion, / To ſuppoſe o- 


therwiſe, 16. to give up that princip te; in which all proteſtants 
are agreed! viz, That ; every thing in our religion, 


yet if we give up this, we'give > the credit, and _ of chrifſ⸗ 


unbelievers. 
287 | ee | 5 i , 


Reese 


| abſolutely ne- 
_ _ cellary to ſalvation, is clear, and plain in the ſcripture. — . 
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i W I-think: is is plain enough in — nd 
can have but little charity; for them that deny it. Vn 4 45 
ane 0 gh AER 2 85 
fer from you e TENT 
obarity-and love wich the oracle ofGod aſſure us is feſſentialto a 
chriſtian, or is a fundamental, If you have all faith, and have 
not charity, you are nothing, I Cr. 13. begin. Beſides, 
vwould do well to conſider, whether your adverſaries bas no, 
much more-reaſon, upon their own! principles, to break ichatiry 
with yon for belicving it, than you have to break with them 2 
nat believing it. Their's is but a negative thing: They don't yet 
ſee, and therefore cannot yet believe, what you fuppoſe taught 
in the ſcriptures. But you actually believe, and teach, that as a 
dactrine of God, which they cannot find in his word, but look 
upon as a mere dbetrine of men, quite unworthy of God, and in- 
conſiſtent withhis ihm, hulineſi and goodneſs ; which therefore 
tends to:abate your love and eſteem of him, and makes you look 
upon your nature, as a miſery, rather than an happineſs: 80 chat 
you cannot thankGod for your being, nor conceive what: 5 
ons you can be under to him for it: Nay,as ſome explain it, they 
think it males God directly the author of ſin. Now theſe muſt 
appear to them / dreadful - conſequences. indeed, while you tan 
pretend nothing like them, ſuppoſe the other ſide are miſtaken, 
If therefore, neighbour, thoſe who ſuppoſe your doctrine an er 
| ror can yet have charity for you, never think of breaking with 
them, but live and love as brethren. If you diſpute, do it with 
a chriſtian temper as knowing either ſide may be miſtaken, be. 
cauſe neither is infallible. ' And I entreat you db'nt looſe your E 
charity, in fighting for the faith ; ow remember, the greatgh of 8 
| 2hefe is charity. 1 Cor. 13. laſt. ogy FL eh 
| 2d Neigh. Sir, I think my 1 is a little too warm and TY 
uncharitable. I am not for throwing all away that don't fee as I 
da, in this matter; but I was always taught. the doftrine of ori 
ginal ſin, and took it for granted that it was true, and could 
be plainly. proved by ſcripture, and thoꝰt almoſt every body elſe 
| believ'd it. But I find it is doubted by more than Lonce tho't 
for: And I ſhould be willing to talk a little upon it, and hear 
what can be ſaid; W e don't underſtand it. 
Min. As you ſeem to be quite calm, and not: in danger of 
| loling the Guiltian, temigerc in the diſpate, 1 wha _ 
verſe upon it. $04 . Ali, a 
NS. he een, 15 not, | whether Wee was not a: Girl 
tranſ- 
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AW inter Eos a Cow Glider 


1 reiben ? vir. That of our Art parent's) eatki 
=. - 7 3 > Gen. iii. This all allow. There was a fir ge 
2 = But the queſtion is, Whether we, and all Adam's Fefternty, 


ar chr £4 Got with the oor of hi ſo as that men, women | 
ſy A ng Oy OOO tothe eternal an. * 


51 2 W. That's my opinion. en 
Uſin, Is it why really it ſcems to be a very mocking doQiine. z 
What ! and do you think that in conſequence of this there are Wl 
many infants now weltering in that lake of fire (as fone tpeaky | 
not 2 June Jong #7 and" ther they d-feror that damn? | F 
Iiſt Neigh, A don't doubt it at all. | 
Min. I can't be of your opinion: I tremble to think of ey 
and, if I know myſelf, I would not ſay it for a thouſand worlds, 
How can you reconcile it to the goxdneſs, holineſs or Juſtice of 
God, to make them heirs of hell, and ſend them into the 
world only to breathe and die, and then take them away to hell, 
eee even ſend them to hell from their mother's womb before ever 
3 they have ſeen the light of life? What ! make them firſt to 
3 open their eyes in torments; and all ghis for a fin which certain · 
Iy they had no hand in, (being committed before one of them 
had a being) a fin which, if it comes upon them at all, certainly 
is without any fault or blame on their parts, for they had no 
hand in receiving it ; not ever agreed, or fo much as heard of 
it, till they came to hell and heard it from their tormentors — ! 
And all this from the hslieft, juſteſt and kindeft Being in heaven 
and earth? May 'n't we venture to ſay tis impoſſible ? N 
a2 g. 1 . t e * ſuch thing, I think it can't be 
5 ſuppoſed: 
3d . 1 can't bear che thought; Had will give: up the 
_ doctrine much rather than on this conſequence. .. 
n. Well, How will yon eſcape it? If they are charged with 
V Gn; and all Aw 4 is in it's wanne ne How comes it they 
are not damned? | | 
-- 2nd Weigl. I believe their au! is taken off by Chriſt : Fig 
forgiven for the ſake of his merits. _ 
> Min. What 1 without repentance. Without repentance there | 
is 00 remiſſion of fin. 1 don't ſee but, if they are ſners,they 
muſt all periſh according to the goſpel, ſince they are incapa- 
ble of repentance, unleſs they are forgiven 1277 an ubſolums: — 
of grace without their knowledge. 
- 20d * And why may'nt it be —— — 
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ab the 
18 b eee | 
what an unaccountable thing muſt be an Able 2 | 
to put on, and then to take off this ſin, both wirhont fo much - 
as their knowledge ? . What end can this anſwer ? | * 
3d Neigh. Really that looks to me not Ir fe erat b but 

a very abſurd hypotheſis. 105 

2nd N. 1 don't knowvery well whatws fy to this indeed. * 


e. does look too much like trifling to ſuppoſe, this dane and um- 

re ne by a ſovereign act, both without fo much as their knc-w- 

1) ledge. But any thing is better than to ſuppoſe the tender In- | 

5 fants ſent to hell: I cannot bare that thought. 7 
Min. True, but why muſt they be ſinners at all bebdts they are 

ts moral ts, before they are capable of goed or evil,or know any 

ds. thing of either. How can this be? There are but two ways ok 

of their thus becoming ſinners that ever I have heard mentioned, the 

he firſt is by natural generation, or as Adam is the natural parent 


of us all; and the other is, as he ou neee 
ſentative. New which of theſe can be the way ? 


ver | 
tq - 2nd Neigh. Both I always thought, ! 

in- Min. Well; let us examine both theſe and ſee whiches+ AF 
em can be derived | to, or brought upon us either of theſe ways. Now 
nly Wl fare natural generation was not ſufficient to derive his ſin to us 
no for if it was, it would derive all his ſins to us as well as his firſt," 
| of and all the fins of our parents from Adam downwards. 
a4 3d Neigh. Tis plain this will not do, and I give it up freely. 


2nd Neigh, Well, I think it won't; but thenhe is our cove- 
nant-head and repreſentative, and does not that remove a 


be difficulty ? | 1 
| ' Min. You' ſhall ſee. In the firſt place, Wheie doe ir ap- 
the pear plain in the bible that there wasany ſuch covenant. made 
5 wich Adam, That bo fbeuld fond as a faden, Went or wehtofinta- 8 
Frith ive for all hit poſterity, fo as-that i beſinned, he and all tis poſte- 


rity ſhould be condemned to hell-fire for his firſt e 5 
iſt Neigh. Why you don't diſpute this, do you 


Min. Do you know where to find this plainly and AER | 
FFF either 1 wot, fure it age . 


_ be diſputed. / Z 
hey WW ft Neigh. 1 don't dondr- it is 0 bits found there pin! 

pa- 1 gb. A 1 r 8 7 
act And Nei EY I ways e it was thigh } 63. 35 2 ks 7 
$454 3d Neigh, I muſt acknowledge I can't tell where wo | til „ 
_ Gori Well, muſt not this be the foundation of the While 5 
lin, Wichewe 2. Fe: . gn; e 

a 1 f 6. Ws £2 dd 

„ —— — — —ͤ G T— 


. 4ugd Naigh. Yes, to be ſure 146-4 WA was not N ovenant "th 
appointed the head and repreſentative of mankind, there can be 
no reaſon for our being anfwerable for. bis condud.. ama 
than for any of the reſt of our progenitors. 

Min. Well, and if no clear evidence of this. can pt 
then of conſequence. the whole doctrine of a nn, 
muſt drop r at ofice ; muſt'nꝰ't it 1: nb 

2nd Neigh., I don't ſee but it muſt. 

3d Nei „Ih is built upon this foundation and this fil 
it is plain it muſt of conſequence. 

Min. Well, I aſſure yop, I have ſearched the ſcriptures dili 
gently, and can find no ſuch thing. AND LRT ANY MAM_ IN 

THE. WORLD--FIND- IT that can. And till this is -plainly 
ſhown,men ought to be ſilent about our anſwering for Adams ſin; ; 
or without this, it is plain it muſt be a mere caſtle in the air. 
But allowing, for the preſent, that Adam was in ſome ſenſe our 
e head and repreſentative : How. would this make us 
chargeable with his ſin? Are we charg'd with the /ins of out 
repreſentatives, even thoſe of our own-chooſing ? Or are we on- 
I liable to fuffer by their miſconduct. If our repreſentatives, 
whom we honeſtly chooſe, ſhould, unbeknown to us, vote to; 
murder a family or town; ſhould we become thereupon guilty of 
murder Or would their enn der ae, us n 5 
terer? 

_ 1ſt Neigh, Yes, in the ſight of God and wann. 

..2nd Neigh. By no means. We may /tfer the M OD Oh” 
ces of their fin and folly; but we are not guilty of their Jins : 
But are the caſes parallel ? | 

. Min. I ſee Pe, they afe,in every thing eſſential to the pre- 
ſent argument. Nay, there ſeems to be; an argument hence, 4 
Fortiori; (as the — ſpeak) for if we are not chargeable with 
their 3 we have voluntarily choſen to repreſent | us, then 
ſure not with hie, who was not choſen by us. So that even ſuppo- 
- that,which cannot be proved, that Adam was our federal head, 

or ' repreſentative, according to all the maxims of equity/in 
the world, we only /affer the ill conſequences. of his folly; 
but are not, nor can be (in any proper — chargeable with 
his fin: Nor is there one inſtance in the world, where. one mans 
fin is made anothers, who was no ways acceſſory to it, had na 
hand in it, or did approve or wink at it afterwards. ' There are 
many, inſtances tho juſt, wherein they fuffer with the N 
N under —— . — 


a 


— — 2 MW —ũ ͤ ? — 2 


en the © Denne of Otigial 8 _ : 


4p 3 operly ſpeaking e 2M 
Een of che poibiliry of the thing 3 ; that one man's ſin ſhould be "I 
transfer d ebe ſo as to become that others, without au, 
fault of his own.” Sin and guilt (ſo far as 1 car-ſee) are ßen 
things; as much as knowledge, And 1 can as eaſily conceive of £4 
one man's knowledge being imputed to another, as "of his fins be- 
ing ſo: No imputation, in either caſe, can make the thing to l 
mine, Which is not mine, any more than one perſen may be made, 
in the like way, another n. For why may not ane perſon be 
(by a divine order) made another penſen, as well as one perſon's 
ations made another perſon's ations ? That is, in ſhort, it ap- 
pears to me an ab/olute © contradiftion, or a natural impoſſibility; * 
So that it nee? not ſtartle you if I fay, I think CARE —4 KG 
cannot do it: For all allow no power can do things natur. 

PMMble. Nor is this all that can be ſaid, upon . 
the thing; for let me aſk you farther ? Is Adam the father oh - 
our /Zirits, or only the the father of our r Mobs as the we rres 

| k ? (Heb. xii. g. &c.) nts 

Lcd and 3d Neigh. He is only the bar of our r fleſh, : 

Minift, Well, A is the body capable of ſin? ? 4 

2d and 3d. Neigh. No, not without the ſoul. 

Miniſt. Well, and yet you acknowledge that ie; is the bod - 

without the foul i. e. the body only, which* we derive fr 

Adam. House then i it poſfible' that we ſhould derive ſin from ' * 2 

Adam in the body which is incapable of it? So that, on this ac 5 — 

count alſo, it ſeems to be — impotible that wo. 9 „ 8 I 

derive ſin from Adam.” " TM s 
2d Neigh. It does ane appear ſo; but it may be Am only 

drown'd by your argument, thro my own 8 

3 qd Neigh: I muſt on it does appear to me ſo plainly is A 

pollible, that I can't but wonder I ſhould not always ſee it. 

| = - I Neigh. There is. nothing in this es If hs. 

| Godt comes pure out of the hands of God: yet hen it comes - 

into a tainted body, that defiles-it, and ſo is all corrupt; 

| © Minift.” However the body may be dhſorder d (or el 11 

yo” ly HO by Adam, or he, immediate parents {yet it 

| to be argeed on all hands, that the body is not one capes | : 

ble of lin. 1 — the taint; or corruption you ſpeak of, can't bæ 2 

n. And let it be hat elſe yon pleaſe, it can't affect the 6 

ſent argument: For if the f not a ſinner, before the / 

comes/intd it, the pur faul ad I am ſure, cannot mae =. 

Humer. Tf the body be Aer dtfd or ctrrußted, it may lay h 

den. * 5 N in 5 wy 
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| hes A hehe body are ſinners befote they 9 
tis certain their coming together cannot make them ſo: So that 
tis argument ſtands ſtill in it's full-ſtrength and force, 
.- -— tft Neigh. Lam not fathsfy'd with this. Beſides, I think there 
is one thing you have not mentioned, and which I believe vou 
can „ and ſuppoſe that was the reaſon you did not men- 
| tion Rt et | 
Mini. What is chat? Thave ſuppreſs'd nothing that I thoughe . 
worth mentioning on your fide. 
1ſt Neigh. Why, we were all in Adam, and fo Gned in him, 
and fell with him in his firſt tranſgreſſion. 5 
Mini. I don't know what you mean by our being in Adam, 
If you mean, that we were in him only figuratively, as our na- 
tural farent, or Federal head or repreſentative ; that has: been 
anſwer d already. But if you mean, that we were really and ac- 
tually in Adam, and fo finn'd in our own perſons ; this is indeed 
a new tho't with a witneſs, which I abſolutely deny, and demand 
Sroof of, either from the word of Cad, or elſe from ſome that 

Were preſent at that tranſgreſſion. And if we were all there, and 
in our own ſinn'd with him, there can be ſure no want 
of evidences. But to be ſerious, If our bodies were in Adam at 
that time, yet we ſeem to be agreed that our. /suls never were at 

all, and conſequently no ſin could then be committed by us, be- 

cauſe the body can't fin alone. But ſuppoſe we were in the 
int of our father Adam, foul and body at that time; I would aſk, 
whether any will venture to ſay we were moral agents at that 
ot.  Uume, ſo as to be accountable for our actions. Few, I be- 
| Pp Þeve; will be ſo abſurd as to affert it. I am ſure none can prove 
1 it. But if all this be allow d, that we were, properly ſpeaking, 

* #here, ſoul and body, and were moral agents, and ourſelves ſinn d 
min Adam, this would be inconſiſtent with the whole ſcheme of 
3 the imputation of Adam's firſt fin, and entirely deſtroy it. For 
this would 45 proper perſonal, or aual tranſgreſſion: And what 
dies for imputing Adam's ſin to us, when we committed it in 
__ qur perſons, as m ws as he? Yea, what rom for it? There is 

nothing left to be done by any decree of imputation. For it 
Was all done by ourſelves in the beginning; — if ſo, there was 
a much room to impute our ſins to Adam, as his to us. 
And and 3d Neigh. We are fatisfied, if our neighbour is not, 
that there is no force in either of his arguments. For two in- 
nocent things, tis plain, can't make a ſinner. And as to our 
| in Adam, if it means any thing, beſides what was anſwer” d 
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. "upon the Deerine s 7 Original 8 Sin. 
own ve can think of no objecrion from reaſon; td 7b 


pour arguments. | But after all is not the /erifeure ber this d. 
trine ? 20 | 

Min. If it be plainly impaſſe to be true, tisin „ 
to prove it by ſcripture.” For if the {ſcripture be the word of 
God, impoſſibilities cant be found there. And if you ſhonld 


And them there, it muſt. ſhake the credit of the i ue; No 
perſon therefore who honours the ſcriptures: ſhould dare to far 


ther any doctriñe upon them which appears plainly impoſſible, 


either from its own nature, or the nature of God. If therefore 


there are any texts which, at firſt appearance, ſeem to look” this 
way ; we are to underſtand them with caution and diſcretion,ſo 
as not to diſhonour God or his holy word. |Witheut this cau- 
tion all men will be able to prove to us their moſt monſtrous - 


errors and abſurdities, by ſcripture. Even Tran 


felf (which js not a whit greater abſurdity) may be proved by a 


number of plain expreſs texts. This is my een is ** 
 bhoad, 


2nd Neigh. But ought I not rather + to diſtruſt my own reaſon. 
than the word of God ? _ 


Min. O yes, by all means. But you d always diſtinguiſh 
between the word of God, and your ſenſe or interpretation. of 


that word. The word of God is certainly true, rightly under- 


ſtood ; but your ſenſe of it may be very falſe : For *tis your fal- 


lible reaſon by which you interpret it. So that you mult have 


the ſame ground to diſtruſt your reaſon in interpreting the ſcrip- 


tures, as when exerciſed about other things. And therefore you 


can argue nothing here from the w of your, reaſon in fa- 


vour of receiving ab/urdities from ſcripture. Such as it is you - 


mult, in all caſes, make the beſt uſe of it you can. 
20d Neigh. Well, but I would fain 9 for all, what other 
interpretation can be given of thoſe places of ſcripture, which 


are brought to ſupport this doctrine. 
Min. Tis a great piece of work to examine 8 all the-. 


texts Chi have been thought by ſome to prove this point. 


But at your deſire I will briefly conſider the principal of them, 
by which you may judge ſomething of the reſt. Now the firſt 
is the account we have, Gen. ji. 3. of the original ande en 5 
of our firſt parents. The fhreatning which preceded aud the 

| Rs which followed. The threatning was this, in the day 
thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die. What is meant by this 
deuth will be manifeſt when we come to conſider the ſentence. 


6 eee een 9 death or. 
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abs.” "Fay; Gul, e this rep , 
 eletermining with Himſelf to make a companion for him, .. For it 
| Follows; Und the Lend Cl lad, it. is nat goed that man fail by | 
| alone, I will make an beſh mete for him. 80 that it is plain Adam | 
could got underſtand the threatning as extending to foferity : 
A thing which ( far as appears,) had never then come into hig | 
Imagination. The ſentence which followed was this. Firſt upog 
the woman. And unto the woman he ſaid, I will greatly multiply 

i; | . forrow, and thy c onceftion ; in forrow thau ſhalt bring forth 
mien: and thy defire ſhall be to thy : huſtand, and le 1 
we over they.” Sure here is nothing to prove the point, The ſen· 
upog Adam himſelf follows in theſe words, And unt 
Adam He ſaid, becauſe thou haſt bearkened unto the - voice . 
wife, and haſt eaten of the tree of which I commanded thee, aying, 
#hou ſhalt not eat of it: Curſed is the ground for thy fakegin ferrow 
Ml i bring rh te tes} an hs lf ar the fer thiftlee 
| forth unto thee ; and thou ſhalt eat the herb of the 
— Tas rp feat of thy face ſhalt thou eat bread, till thou return 
— ground ;. for cut of it waſt thou taken : for di thou art 
2 unte 3 falt thou return. Now here we may obſerve, the 
not found in the ſentence ;. but tis thus exprels'd, 
- = — ſuffer ſo and fo till thou return unto the ground ; for 
3 thou taken For duſt thou art and unto duft thay 


return. Thus the threatning was to be accompliſhed. 
can- any thing more clearly explain, or certainly bound, 
[| the meaning of that death which was threatned, than 
i. _ gyheſe words, till thou return to the duſt, &c. As to dama- 
Fun in another world, here is not a werd or a hint of it in the 
Borie or ſentence, with reſpect o himſelf, much leſs with 
to his fpoferity. Eyery one muſt own it. Pain, fechneſs, 
forrow and death, i. e. as tis explained, returning to 148 
e che only evils mentioned, or ſo much as ſuggeſted. 

5 E 
1 hould be made of them. e ee 
3 this doctrine if not here, where the ſacred hiſtorian is pro- 
y giving the hiſtory of the firft tranſgreſſion, and the con- 
Juences of it ? Strange not one word about any ſuch copenatit | 
. . nade with Adam as is pretended ! nor one word about his being 

ſuch a „ UN for his Serity, as that we ſhould be char 
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| ag ths Dili of © 7 Srl Sin: - 
Ho hilfatuated inift men be with pri: 


8 dice to ſee all theſe 

nd. . ee. them are to be ſeen ; or to find any this 
* in r of that 4oHrine, when, inſtead of it, there is a> 
ad 1 idence as can well be, that nothing” was threatned but 
Þ-1 2 th, and that this was the ang they were doomed tp by the q 
be | fenteiice firft pronounced. againſt this fin. 80 that if A and - 
m all his are doom d to eternal dan nut ion, it muſt be by fome other 

5 ſentence, For by this, I truſt al vil den gage N d 


hey are not. 

* 2nd Niigh. We on gun the dbArtiic Wwe lavedinhp 
| fr nor leaty found in the above paſlages ; hor are we 
upon them; but there ire r 


; : What n eee tg: 


s 


> 


fay en dick ſeveral ohe 
72 ? You e Setung 
over them, 1 Fra gy 


Min, What wonder if there Thould be ſome in PaiiÞs 
 epiſttes hard to be pnderſtosd. *Tis no more tha Peter ris 
taught us to expect, 2 Pet. il, 16. But, however, let us 
the words and conſider them, © Perhaps, it may tot be fe 
to give a rational ſenſe of them as ſome may imagine. Ther. - 
ages are theſe, verſe 12. Wherefore 'as by one man fin red Ttts 
We world, and death by fin ; fo death hath | 
[all have fame. verſe 18. By the offence” | —— -Hhaite 
aßen all men fo mens. A Anid verſe 19. By ene man s d/obe- 
 dience, many were made fmners. Now. if theſe texts are explain 
2 in conſiſtency with each other, and with the o/iginal threut- 

g and ſentence, Which we have juſt conſider'd, dontieſs it 

5 1 give us the true meaning. lu order to -this, we muſt all 
allow, that the death, which Tabel into the world by one man's 
in, was that literal badily death, which, in the ſentence; is called 
returning to the duſt. (And ſo far 2s I know this is acktiowle 
on all hands) So that, at the utmoſt, this 12th verſe only repre- 
ſents us as having ſinned in or by Adam, in ſome ſenſe or other, 
fo. as to ſuffer death, or be made to return tothe duſt on tat 
Acconnt. But füll pere is not a word of either Alam or his 
| _Pofterity's Suffering eternal damnati n on account of this \ 

tranſgreſſion. Speak, Gentlemen, are you ſenſible of ms? 
Z nd and 34 N-ivh, We maſt own Here is nothitig more e 
can be certainly argued from this verſe ; but then it ſcems We 
all finned in him. And in the 18th verſe tis lad, 10 the 4. trol 
n e fa c demna 
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| ora fentence” dl . death's paſſin 
' well bare this ſenſe, For to 


ap- 
at it 


the ning and the; ſentence prongunced by God upon Adam 
_ Himſelf for this one offence, (which we ik now confider'd) 
ſo it is to ſuppoſe millions of infants and others involved in one 
black doym of damnation, which at leaſt may be juſtly executed, 
_ which, as I truſt, I have ſhown is incumber'd with very great, if 
not anſuperable difficulties, or even impoſſibilities. Another argy-. 
ment in favour of this interpretation is taken from the latter 
Words of this verſe; even ſo by the righteouſneſs of one, the free 
Ei came pen all men to juſtification of life. Therefore as by thy 
- eff ence of one, jutgment-came upon all men to condemnation ; even 
- fo Kc. Now, if we conſider, that the only 7u/tification unto life, 
Which came upon all men by one, i. e. Chrift, is the Refarrettion 
from death unto fe, and yet that this is here oppoſed to the 
Judgment unto condemnation ; then all that can be meant by this 
s a judgment or ſentence bringing death, literal bodily death, ſince 
from this only are all men juſtifyd unto life by Chriſt. This | 
Whole verſe therefore will very naturally mean the ſame with 
that, 1 Cor. xv. 21, 22. For fence by man (i. e. Adam) came 
death, by man (i. e. Chriſt) came alſo the reſurrection of the dead. 
. For as in Adam all die, ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive. What 
do you think of this? Is it not at leaſt poſſible this may be the 
meaning, if it is not highly probable fo © 
© 2nd and 3d Neigh. We muſt own it is poſſible, and therefore 
nothing can certainly be built upon it; and we dare not fay it 
does not look conſiderably probable, that you have given the true 
|  - ſenſe of the words: For we cannot get over your arguments in 
%%%. CE rs 
Min. Then the only difficulty remaining is in thoſe two ex- 
Preſſions in the 12th and 19th verſes ; For that all have 4 
F 3 · Is 
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ſelf bare our ſins in his own body en the tree; —Ift, iii. G. 


by ſubjecting us to /iferings and death ? When it is affirm'd 75 


we are faid to be made ſinners by the fin of out᷑ firſt father 


with bringing on * on his 


en the Dattrint 7 Ofigual A 


and many were made, rt. Now, as they are both fad to 
come by one man's ſin or diſobedience, there is no doubt but they - . 
both mean the ſame thing. And if this be allow'd, and we at- 

tend a little to the Phraſeology of ſcripture, I ſhould think thers- PL 


can be no very great Aiffcnlty in underſtanding them. For reg.. 


ſon will reach us, that it is one thing to make oinſetich. "BY 


ſinners, and another to be made fo by another. And yet, 
in the 18th verſe, we are. ſaid to be made ſuners, not 397; 
our own diſchedience, but all by the diſobedience of one. No 
thus to be made ſinners can only mean, by a common figure, out 

being ſubjected to ſuffering, and ſo, in a ſenſe, 7reated as fimn : 
And-if we look into the criptures, we ſhall” find tliey are 

ſtrangers to this form of ſpeaking. So Chriſt is faid to Fine 

been made ſin, and to have born our iniquities, and God is fad top 
have laid on Him the iniquities of us all. 2 Cor. v. 21. Fof he h  -— 


made Him to be fin who knew no ſin. 1, Pet. ii, 24. Who his owt 


Lord hath laid on Him the iniquities. of us all, The meaning of all. 
which is, that he bore our griefs, and carried our forrows, * * HY 
was wounded for our iniquities, and bruiſed for our tranſgreſſions 

as tis otherwiſe expreſs d. When ther tlie firlt tran op 
ſion is ſaid to be laid upon us, fo that by it we haue all finned, © 
or are made ſinners, what difficulty is there in putting upon che 
words a like ſenſe, namely, that God took occaſion from kat _—_ 
of the one man Adam to treat us his children, in 4 ſort, as finners, 


of Chriſt, that he was made fin for us, fin in*the abſtraf, fink 

itſelf, according to the ftrictneſs of the letter, is not the mods 
of dition evidently ſtronger,than when it is faid concerning Us 4 
that we are made ſinners by the diſobedience” of the one man 1 
Adam ? Why then ſhould not the like phraſeology be explain'd 5 
in the like ſenſe ? If, becauſe it would be abſurd to ſay, that +22 
Chriſt, literally ſpeaking, was made fin, we may fairly depart 2 
from the letter, and interpret the phraſe in a figurative ſenſes. 
why may we not, why ſhould we not, for the ſame reaſon, Jeavs 

the literal, and bętake ourſelves to a figurative meaning, whety - _ © 
For, ſtrictly and properly ſpeaking,we can no more be made fins 

ners by the fin of Adam, than Chriſt can be made fin for ous _ 
fins. According to the letter, both are abſurdities, and equally , 7 
and glaringly ſo. . But it is not only concerning, Chiift that ts. 
language is uſed, but concerning men. 80 eee ior | 


23 WH Fin inter 5 C 


n while er. he and kingdom were Prom yo aultleſs : _ 
God bimſelf A had not fined ; but that * 


ow 3 * 8 1 : 


© by his his conduct, had been the occaſion that had made all his 
bouſe barren. And this he calls his bringing * rt 5 a great 
. Gen. xx. g 80 when God threatens” Bu XX. 5. fo 


the bra al s the fe athers upon the children unto the third and 
4 A the meaning is, that it will fare the worſe 
their children in this world for ſeveral petierations :-Not .. 
— 45 are properly charged with their ins, And ſo in many | 
9 Upon the Whole ebenes wien it is faid that 
2 or were made innert, b | Adam's fin, I con: 
nds $0 neither more nor leſs - Gi that God ſo far W- 
Hi uþou us hi 's iniquity, or treated us as ſinners, as to ſentehce | 
us all to 2 22 to return to the duft. And conſidering 57 
_ extreme farts , if not utter impeſſibity, of our being, frifth | 
. and 2 ing, chargeable with the fault and Blame of 
readful conſequences of fach an opinion, I ail 
1 leave it, with every unprejudic d mind, whether this 
i not Rl 1 b the true ſenſe of the words. Let me now | 
aſk you, whether you can fay, that theſe famous texts ' furniſh 
FL with any clear evidence of the main point in queſtion, viz, 
hat we ate all ſocharg d with Adam's fin, as to be expos'd by | 
it to eternal damnation ? 
2d and 3d Neigh. We dare not ay this, for tho there ſtems 
to be Jome difficulty yet remaining in theſe words, yet we can. 
dot fe but they may bare the ſenſe you put upon them. — But 
8 's ons one objection naturally ariſes here; and that is, if it be 
. 2 fo harſh a doctrine to ſay men are expos'd to damma- 
an for 's ſin, how is their being all ſubject to death, on 
Account of it, to be reconciled to juſtice ? 
Ain. There! is es an 2 peakable difference between 
N E. death, may be made up hereafter * 
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Min. peer, *; dee as you leave it to 1 
Salle, them in order as they lie in the Bible ; eg e 


made much of, Cen. vi. 5. And Cal ſew that the wickeduoſ of 
of the thet's 


man as great in the earth,and that every i 
of his heart was only evil continually. But all that this proves is, 
that the world was then pniverſally corrup by 
of Adam, or imputation : Nor does this 4 

man to human nature. If it did; then when it is 3 
count of this, that it repen 
the meaning muſt have been, that he repented that he had made 


man, becauſe he made him ſo corrupt and wicked. Again, if 


this was + what was meant, there was as much reaſon for the 
flood any time ſince the fall as ni s God expreſiy 


| 3 upon the earth. This therefore ſo plainly ſpeaks 
of the tial ddpen 
guage that will bare no other 
notice. The next 


ſenſe that it deſerves no further 
ly mention'd in this contro- 


verſy is Gen. viii. 21. near akin to the former; T will- not again | 


curſe the ground any more for man's ſake, for the imagination of 
man's heart is evil from his youth. But this, to be ſure, has no 
more to do with the imputatin of Adam's fin to us; than the 
former. God here abſolutely fays, that he would not again 
curſe the ground, or deſtroy it with a flood ; for (as tis in the 
margin 2h) the imagination of man's heart is evil, or ſhould 
be evil from his youth. i. e. tho? he ſhould give himſelf up te.” 
wickedneſs from his youth. Here, ſure, is no difficulty. 
There is no other text pleaded, that I can think of 
come to Job, Job xiv. 4. e can hᷣring a clean thing 
unclean ? not one. So xv. 14. What is man that he ſhould 
and he that is borm ꝙ a woman” that he ſhould be righteous ? So a. 
gain, xxv. 4. How can man be juſtified with God Or how can © 
he be clean that is born of a wiman ? Now compare all theſe to- 
gether with the context 'of the'2d and 3d, and the true and 
moſt natural meaning a to be this, and only this; who ©. 
can expect any thing ſhould be abſolptely perfect, that is born 
of a woman, or belongs to the human race ? or don't we 
know that men are fleſbly, frail, imperfeft creatures, and ſur- 


out of an 


rounded in the preſent ſtate with temptations, fo that ferfec- _ 


R from them ? For as it follows the ſecond 
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ted the Lord that he had made mn. 


tas the reaſon of the flood, 2 175 that all fleſh had - 
vity and wickedneſs of that age, and in lan- 


of, till we-- : 
be clan? 


44 
of; 
_ * 


3 a es NR ESI a * 
, * * 4 2 0 
: 4 4 3 
9 $ $a, 


* nne A 
N a FO * 
* 
g q ; * * 
* a 23 - 
- - £ 8 : 
= 2 Wen, 
: N 1 We" £8 e 
5 1 ' of = % 
7 * — $ * — 
— 4 7 a 
9 Re & IS v.. LE 8". 
s . # 


callace ; . no oa * Gains Tea, IE. | 
are not clean in his ſight. How much mote abaminable and filthy is 
man which drinketh iniquity like water ? And the like compariſon 
of man, with heavenly things, follows the latter paſſage ; Be- 
Huld even to the moon, r, e e, Tea, the ſtars are nat: 
pure in his fight : How much leſs man that is a worm, and the ſn. 
of man which is a worm, «And they uſe theſe as arguments "_ 
Fob to convince him, that it was not likely his lite was ſo 
tet, as not to deſerve theſe afflictions. As if they had ſaid; Ky | 
r many things all offend, the beſt are liable to tranſgreſs ; on 
_ "ould therefore confider you are a man, and bear the indigna- 
tion of the Lord; for ſince you are a man, you have doubtleſt 
ſinned enough to de ve it. And when Job uſes the words, in 
the former paſſage cited, he uſes them as a plea why God ſhould | 
not enter into ju t with him. Tis plain therefore he does 
not ſpeak of any ſinful corrubtion of nature, which deſerved and 
expoſed him to damnation 5 but only of his weak frail and 
expoſed condition in this world of Sid and temptations, which 
a merciful God, he hop'd, would conſider and make allowance 
for: Forit would have, been an odd thing indeed for Fob to 
have made uſe of that, as a plea that God would not enter into 
judgment with him, which of itſelf alone deſerved judgment ; 
yea, all the miſeries in this life, and the pains of hell for ever. 
This cannot be. In ſhort, had Job believed this doctrine, that 
every man breathing juſtly "deſerves to be damned for ever for 
Adam's ſin, he could never have been at a loſs to juſtify God's 
' deali with him,as he ſeems ſometimes to have been. If there- 
fore there was difficulty in the ſcheme before us, 'tis plain 
this 5 5 not be the ſenſe. But that mentioned above, is plain, 
444 and natural, agreable to the-context, and incumbered * 
no difficulties at all. 
Il xill therefore venture to leave} it with you. to judge upon 
à a» your leiſure, when. you have examined the contexts, and com- 
par d them with what I have now faid ; and paſs on to another 
text. Pal, hi, 5. Behold I was Jhapen in iniquity, and in fin did 
my. mother conceive me. This is thought to be a notable text 
indeed, and is perhaps oftier mentioned than any. But let us 
examine it. Now it is to be conſider'd, that this is a penitential 
BET Plan penn'd by David, juſt after Nathan had been to him, and 
- __ laid home upon his conſcience his foul and moſt aggravated - 
Vickedneſs in ks affair of Bathſbeba and Uriah. And therefore 
it is leſs to be wonder'd at, if in this extafy of \ grief, as I may 
Cell i hay he ale lome of the ee figures, the Norge 91 expreſſions, 33 
| Fg eating 
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— aggrabatin his wickedneſs to the very OSS: Ke may TS 
3 ook d ing as giving a comment ON theſe words, when he 


fays, a few Plalms onwards, Pſal, viii. 3» The wicked are ran; 
| ged from the wamb, they go aftr ray as ſom as born,- ſpeaking” 
| If you will take theſe poetical flights literally, they will prove too ; 
much ; for they will prove us guilty not only of original, but 1 
aftual fin alſo, as ſoon as born; yea, that we can go and ek 
as foon as born ;—they ge aftray as fem as born, /p#kit — =— 
Only therefore allow for the 3 figurative way of ſpeaking, = 
in the Former, as you muſt in the latter, and a thouſand 8 2 
paſſages ia all the poetical books ſuck as Pſalm cxix. 126. 2 . > 
vers of waters run down mine eyes, &c and the meaning will de 
as if the Pſalmiſt had ſaid, I went ai fromthee even from my = 
earlieſt days, as ſoon as ever I became cp of moral action, "A f 
early that I may almoſt fay as eee Laas born, or conceived.” * . -- 
This is plain and eafy enough, allowing e e figure. But 8 
you will needs inſiſt upon the kreral enſe, let us try thats 1 1 | 
_ in iniquity. Who ſhaped him ? Did he ſhape m-. ; 
ſelf ? or had he any hand in it, No ſurely. Wen 858 it is? 
lain, it could be 5 iniquity in kim; let hm receive bat ſhapes © 3 
would, and from whom he would. — A i hn dulmy mother => 
conceive me. Well, be it ſo: Then he dick not concerve binjſelf, 2 
; and therefore there could be no ſin upon him in the affair. 8 _ 
4 if his mother conceived him in fin, ſhe muſt anſwer for it. He 55 3 
is ſurely guiltleſs as a child unlawfully begotten. $0 that the” 
literal fenſe is no more to your purpoſe than the figur atiye; and | 1 
is incumber'd with inſuperable difficulties.” Por, 85 bis 
Shaping can be ſpoken only of the body, and: whar-a m . 5 
abſurdity muſt it be to talk of ſhaping the be in in The _ < 
Bady is not capable of ſin; and if it was, cont pr fon kei in any. 7 4 
N form or fhape of the body? What ah # But 


this is not the worſt on't. For tis Mer) contradiction, that 
no other ſhaped him in the womb but Gd himſelf, Ant David 
well . — and Sten acknowledges it. FEſal. cxix. 7 


Pal, fear 14, Kc. And fays 
the womb ? Now if we are in —— literal ſenſe ſbapen in iniquity, 
and it is God who Haßes and forms and fa 1/hions us; then, in- 
ſtead of confeſlinf his own fin, David muſt be ſup poſed to charge 
God with ſbaßing him in iniqut 


Upon the whole therefore; we can't ſuppoſe, that the fatal l 
lays ral uo either upon God, or his mother but that he takes 


; nds was in 1 bine expe Mn as . 
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rating his own ſin nd in going aſtray from his earlief 
years ; which expreſſions are very little ſtronger than that other 
which I mentioned as a comment upon this, P/al. lix. 3. ör 


than that of Jah, Job xxxi. 18. For from my youth he (i. e. the 


fatherleſs) was brought up with me ; and I have guided her (i. e. 
the widow) fron my mother's womb. Now, if I ſhonld make uſe 
of theſe to prove, that infants formerly were capable of actual 
tranſerefſion, or aftual virtue, from their mother's womb ; that 


they could /Zeak lies as ſoon as born, or be guides to the widows ; | 


from the time they lay in zheir.mether's womb : Would you not 
deſpiſe. my argument as built only on a ſtrong figure? Well, 
there is full as much reaſon (if not much more) 15 deſpiſing that 
which is built on the text before us; as the doctrine is moſt ab- 
ſurd. Ar. We have CONT 


rive oct = 5 dectrine we bare been ſeeking for? 
2nd Neigh. I dare not ay we have. 

34 Neig 
ſhould be a n ſuch — HER 8 will not only bare ano- 
ther ſenſe; I y this laſt, cannot poſſibly 
bare this. If no n — can — 5 produced from ſcrip- 
ture than this, conſidering: the difficulty, in the doctrine itſelf, 


er d all the texts in the old teſta - 
ment, and cipal ones in the new; and can you ſay yon 


I freely own. 75 am ſurprized, that ſuch a dodtine 


I will readily give up the point. However, I would fain hear C | 


' what can be ſaid to ſome other texts in the new teſtament. 
Min. There are but two in the new teſtament, which are 
commonly mentioned beſides .thoſe in Rom. 5. which I have 


4 24 conſidet d. There are none ſuch in Chriſt's ſermon on the mount, | 
por in any of his diſcour/es, nor in all the Goſpels, nor in the 


Afte ; which-may well be thought ſtrange, if it be a dofrine of Ii 


ſuch great importance as ſome make it; eſpecially as Chriſt de- 
clates in the cloſe of his ſermon, that whoſpever hears theſe ſayings 


c lie, and dath them, fbould be like a man that built his houſe upon 


a n, Phe former of the two paſſages refer d to is 1 Cor. xv. 
21, 24. For ſince by man came death, by man came alſo the reſur- 


| 5 | relies of the dead. Fer as in Adam all die, fo in Chriſt ſball all 


be made alive. Now little need be ſaid here. For this, inſtead 


of proving that the death all die by Adam is geath ſpiritual, tem- 


Boral and eternal, (as ſome ſpeak) is a demonſtration, that it is 


only temporal death, or death in the fri and profer ſenſe. For, 


from this death only are all made alive by Chriſt. And then, the 


to this death, which comes by Adam, is expreſly ſaid to 


be the reſurrectian. This therefore makes, in the cleargſt and 
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the children of wrath even as ar, Naw! thoſe who have pi 


po RY OW 4 -* 


port the doctrine we are upon, ſeems to me alms S 


c 


very near to blaſphemy. If, to get rid of this, 


| oo 1 hoy Fae? that t whatever our FI! are xi a 


The other paſſage referr'd 5 is e 5 2 , 5 
nature children of wrath, even as others. Now what does 2 , 
amount to? Even as others... We can't yet find that an 5 
or ever were, by nature, ftriftly and keerally taken, e 1 
wrath, (if this means heirs of damnation.) _ 
And methifiks thoſe others refer d to may be eaſil pil tn 
looking only into the two preceeding. verſes. . you yy 2 
d who were dead in treſpaſſes and fins, „ in tin 
Je walled according to the courſe of this world, according fo'the 3 13 
of the power. of the air, the ſpirit: has warketh in th# children of, a. 2 
abedience. Here are the others. Foxit follows. Among whom alſo Hh +: a 
we all had eur conver ſation in time, Pall, in the tu} of aur fleſh, ful. - op 5 
Alling the defires of the fleſb and of the mm, ß nature © 


on thus, in a lang courſe of ſer fy and wickedneſs, go. rally - 
84 ub their nature, that it, Wn ED 9 4 appetites; chud 
eir mind, ervert their judgment fear iv , that 
at length they may be properly id to. be Add in ee, and. 
ſins : So that 1 2 is no hope of the recovery of their ruin d . 
tures to Cad and holineſs, without Tome ſuch extraordinary grace 
and means as the goſpel has provided. * And thavefore they are, 


by the corrupt fate their nature is then in, it were Jealed over. | 
to eternal wrath and condemnation,” Now 1 appeal t to all, - 
whether, in the firſt place, the others 1. | the World in ER 


here ſpoken of, are not expreſly ſaid to t been ſack fort of © -- 

perſons ? And then ſecondly, whether tr may not juſtly and - I, 42 
Aricily, properly and naturally, be ſaid td be f nature children of — 
-wrath? And whether this is not therefore f „„ 
true meaning ? That it cannot mean what 


For it cannot be denied, that our natures come trons 


to ſay, that He gives moral beings, as we are, nature,*.w hieß, 


before we haye abuſed it at all, or choſen or ; 
evil, is cdious to Him, and expos'd to damnation: is contriry te 
all his perfeCtions ; Jea, ſuch a reproach as mult; fear; bag „ 
AY ſhould 7 in 155 , 
that God is. not the author 'of our natures as the 5 

nge that God - I'® 1 | 


us from the womb ; I would anſwer, tis very 

ſhould form and faſbion us in the 1:9mb,and yet not be the author. N 
of the nature of what is formed. There appears to mg na. greater 
abſurdity than this. However, ſuppoſe for once that 'God.is not 
now a- days the author of our nature. Yet certainitag your 
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\ Giſt Fee them, and from whomfeeuty you recep d t them, | 
nor was it poſſible you ſhould, wales yp you could | 


_ delerve, and are expoſed to, damnation for it, and that 


7 and monſtrous, - that it ſeems impoſſible. it ſhould ever have | 
enter d into the heart of any man, But that men ſhould make 
fhenkhes the children of wrath, by corrupting their natures 
cuſtom and wicked habits, is te natural and eafy to be 
_—_ and believed, I think ore we may be pretty ſure, - 
upon the whole, that, when the a | 
ren of wrath eni gs others, tis as if he had ſaid, 65 And by 
= courſe of aickedneſs in our heathen ſtate had ſo cor- 
ed our nature as that we were become fit ſubje&s, not of 
„ mercy, but of the/{vrath and vengeance of God, as others, mul- 
 fitudes of others cominne pet to be.” Thus I have conſider d 
; what L look upon to he principal texts commonly urg d in 
favour of this doctrine, *and truſt I have ſhown they are all in- 
A to prove the point; many of them having a more na- 
tial meaning than doctrine would put upon them, and 
ſome of them a meahing that is quite contrary to it. And by 
* theſe you may judge 1omething of the reſt, which are much 
„ and ealtegTtill to be anſwer'd. 

Ftheſe are the main texts, and I conleh I low” 
ET have heard fo commonly mentioned, I muſt 
to have a leſs foundation in the word of God 
ought for, and is a darker and more doubtful point at 


in 1 apprehended. 


Phe point : And ſome, I think, rather prove the contrary. 
if hers friould be ewo or three that after all may ſeem to 
"this way 3 (and there are not more to be ſure ;) yet, as 
NS: l bare another ſenſe, (conſidering the extreme A 
© Uſflicultics with which the doctrine is incumber'd,) I muſt own. 


| fy morefoctt than] know of at preſence, I muſt give up, the 
Johne. 


iſt Neigh. T think yon are putting à new ſenſe upon tie ip 
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| ourſelues were not the authors of them, nor had he 4 
En TY 
| . Conſequently, you can't poſſibly be in the 
x Nos he ulty or blame worthy, on account of it; but as innocent 
200 yh © unborn. And while this is the caſe, to to ſuppoſe the... | 
divine wrath and fury to riſe againſt you for this, and that ou 


| 


S ound r 7 eos ets 


u now ſo much as what nature you have receiv'd,is ſo ſhock- A 


{tle ſays, and were by nature © 


a Migb. Tis plain to me, that coli of theſe texts do not 


* Fam inclined%#5 take up with it. And unleſs ſome body can 
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days to his time, but was firſt broach'd by him this, 1 5 1 "Yea 
been often aſſerted by learned men ; and ſome of the woll earn 4 ww SM 
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— Difirhir of Of inal Sin ; 
the doRiine of the church jn all ages, ever boa the ut, 


3d Neig b. That is difficule for us to 1 7 fray own 


wy ignorance in the-matter, and ſhould be glad if I could be 2 
inform d how that is. | 

Min. I will give you a brief narrative of the affair, from the > 4 
beſt light I have been able to procure. Which is this. That 5 


in fact this dhctrine was never heard of in any part of the whole. 5 
"chriſtian world, neither the name, nor the thing, till 400, years: 5 5 


after Chriſt, or ſomething more. Now, the firſt .300-years are”. 


commonly called the pure ages of the church (though far from 
being ſo) : ſo that, in all our controverſies about the doctrines 


Can antiquity, the three firſt centuries only are refer d o For. 7 
tis noforicus, and agreed on alf Hands among proteſtanta, chat. 
after that, ionorance, errors, and all manner of corruptions and „„ 
„ In this time this 3 


was hroach d by one St. Auguſtine, born Anno Dom. 364. in 5 
giers in Africa, a very licentiaus youth ; but a man of great g 2 . 


1, learning and fame. But yet, not learned in the orz 


tongues of the ſcriptures. And hen he wrote ie ech, Us. ry nd 


he wrote a cart-load of books almoſt,] that he Walt write mack, 


without examination; and therefore tis no wonder if de run. 5 A 
into many errors. He was the ſiyſt whe Fac | broach'd and, Es 

defended, the dorine of PV Ra He r e. an order 
of Monxs to this day ſubſiſting, eemmonly called futis Friers 
or the Eremites of St, Auſtin. Thele e bad a Moxas- 
TERY in Londen, which, ſince the reformation, was pulled down. - 


by authority. And W is now a MONASTERY of- 1 


at Canada. His name was in ſo high repute ih Pape Ban E 
the VIIIth, (who lived in the thirteenth century,” when 
corruptions were at the height) that he granted to all, whe. 
could ſay a certain prayer of St. Auguſtine's, full fardens and. 
indulgencies, for eighty two thouſand years. This was the: man, 5 
I fay, by the beſt accounts, who firſt patch'd this doctrine. < uh PTY + 1 
many others which were built upon it. That it cannot be 5 : 

found in any of the writings of the fathers fromthe apolies- 


cd of our nation * declare it on their own certain know 
having been at the vaſt pains to read them all over carefully "tor + 
this very end. And they challenge their adyerſagies to: prodace _ 7 . 2 
117 evidence to the nn 5 but — have 2 I Fay: * 


"0 Dr. muy in 882 ge „ 


+ 18 . ende 1 ont can't do, "heninls it was 
not ta om t beginning, ut is. to dated at leaſt | 
| 2 9 gimning 400 

5 "And, within an 150 years after this, the chriſtian church was 

1 | overipread with ſuch groſs darkneſs and wickedneſs as are hor- 
1 fibla b. to think of, Which prepat'd'them to be ſeduced by the delr- 
2 fon of the grand impoſtor ee And, for a thouſand years 


EE. together, ſuch was the darkne rkneſs, ignorance, and wickedne/5 of thoſe _/ 
= * that were called chriſtians, in weftern parts of the world at : 
| Feaſt, that their name ſtank again : They were the abhorrence 
of all the nations round then; And happy, happy for the chri- 
tian name; If it might be all blotted out of the records of time, 
- - and remembred no more forever, 80 that what were the prin- 
* - ciples of thoſe times is ſcarce worth our enquiry. However, 
1 the truth is, there were two parties in theſe times, and the Pepe 
never thought proper to interpole. But (paſſing this as a great 
chaſm of a 100 years,) let us come to the reformation, which be- 
gan but about 250 years fince. Now the two firſt moſt eminent 

_ reformers, Euther and Calvin, were divided with reſpect to the 
doctrines connected with this, and indeed built upon it; and 
therefore I conclude in this alſo. Luther againſt it, and Calvin 
: for it. Zungen, who may well be mentioned as a third emi- 
nent reformer, ſeems alſo to Les been with Luther : And if fo, 
© here are two againſt one. ga de this as it will, from that time 
to this, every one that is at al "acquainted with biſtory knows, 
that there have been ſome for it, and ſome as much againſt it 
imme z yea, the fierceſt diſputes, /ynods &c. In Fneland 
wr tho” bt 2 „ one of the greateſt patrons of this doc- 
1 in compiling their articles, they had more 
regard to St. ie than to the Bible, and fo chey were formed 
= _ upon that plan; yet as learned and excellent men as any in the 
Ph "IF nation always oppoſed them, from that time to this. And now _ 
| _ (as one of their own body aſſures us, „ almoſt all the clergy of 
4 Ho the church of En 7d — to hare given up theſe Augif Mine 
d ene e ee be on the other ſide the queſtion. 
W Upon che wh the plain truth is, this and the doctrines 
* MY | | omiefted With it, * been bones of contention ever ſince they 
9 were vented by Auftin to this day. But, ſince the full light and 
ot the reformation, they have been gradually growing out 
ok credit; eſpecially of late years. And I doubt not, in a ſhort | 
- time, will be difown'd by every body. To ſu ppoſe therefore, 
? 225 it is 4 * Ang to deny this e or that] it has been _ 
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| upon the Doctrine of Original Sin, 25 
s | undoubtedly received from the beginning, is, you ſee, a great 
2nd Neigh, Well, if the caſe be ſo, there is no dependance to 
s BK be had upon any thing but ſcripture, and reaſon at laſt, | 
. Min, True, and to them I refer you, earneſtly wiſhing that 
; you may be led into all truth by them. There is no other in- . 
; fallible ſtandard but this. If all men not infallible had agreed 
"#7 in this for 1600 years, that would not prove it true. We muſt. 
call no man father ußon earth ; but ts the law and to the teſtimony. 
5 The queſtion is not, what ſay nen? But what faith the ſcrip-' 
ture, and that reaſon and conſcience which God hath given us? 
And we ought, in the fear of God, to take heed that we don r 
in this, or any other point, (like the eur, of od) make void the 
. law of God by our traditions, And that you may be excited" to” 


; conſider this matter with that //eriouſneſs and attention which it 
deſerves, ſuffer me, before I have done, juſt io hint at a few : 
. things, which make me fear, that this is not ar harmleſs error, but 
6; one that is naturally attended with, and fends to, much evil. 

| 

l 


1. Thoſe who believe this are apt to look on it as a natura, 
fountain of ſin in them, and ſo a cloke for all their wickedneſs; 
They pretend indeed to repent of, and be humbled for, this nat. 
ral fin, and ſo to do more than others. But whoever will con- - - Þ 


ſider muſt fee, that tis all a deluſion. . A Mau may as well re- 
5 bent of his exiſtence, as of any thing elſe that is natural to him. 
: For if a man repents here, it muſt be of oe of theſe two things, 


either that Adam committed that firſt /in, or elſe that it was 

imputed to him ; neither of which he had any more hand in 
than in making the world. So that I may venture to fay, tis 

FLY as much impoſiible for a man to repent, in the evangelical ſenſe, 

| and be aſbamed of, and humbled for, this ſin, as for'the.mmke of  _* 
the world, or the ſin of the fallen angels. Yet ſome feed hem, Þ 
ſelves up with a notion, that they pine and nwurn daily for heir 

originul ſin. - But from what has been now aid, it is plan the 
only waſte their time in gloomy imaginations, to the great neg- ' 
le& ſometimes (it is to be fear d) of a proper mourning for their 


E . daily, and, it may be, heinous tranſgreſſions. © Aud it is eaſy to 
| ſee, that notwithſtanding all their imaginary mourning for it, 
| they make it a choke for their fin ; frequently obſerving, Wen 


they or others have been paſſionate, revengeful, &c. old Adam 
eould not helß rifing, &c. &c. And fo almoſt every thing is laid 9 
old Adam. Now whether this has not a tendency to quiet peo- 
ple in their ſins, having one at every turn to ſhift off the blame 
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to, I can't bas think muſt be eaſy to judge. And there can's 
be a more fatal conſequence than this. — 
2. It tends to prevent people from thanking God for their 
being. If we come into the world ſinful, danmable creatures, ab. 
Jefts of divine hatred, and hanging over hell-fire, Who in his wits 
would deſire ſuch a being ? And what is not to be. 2 r'd, we 
have not any reaſon to be thankful for. ; 
If therefore we reccive ſuch a being as above, inſtead of being: 
thankful, we have teaſon to wiſn a thouſand times that we had 
never been born. But what a doctrine i is this, what a ſcheme 
| is this, that won t admit-us 0 ve thanks to our heavenly. Fa- 
'1 For our creation! God forbid we ſhould ever receive ſuck 
_ a dodtrine ! For really it aps the foundation of all religion; 
- for what ol; igations, in { uch a aſe, can men be under to ave 
73. 11 tende to weaken che tender affection of parents wires 
ey are the objecit of God's hatred and 
poſed "to His everlaſting yengeance 


wrath, o that they are . 


i from the firſt moment of their breathing ;. what onght parents 
5 to think but that they are really hateful ? 2 For ſure, God don't 
= "te any thing but what is really hatefut. And, why then ſhould: 


ot they hate them ? Would they not be herein imitators of 
God ? While they entertain this notion concerning him, I fee 
not, if they would att in conſiſtency with it, but they muſt take 
their tender infauts into their arms with reluctancy, and look 
upon them with hatred every time they attend thoſe ſervices 
their neceſſities call for. If it be laid, after all, that thoſe who - 
_ profeſs this doctrine love their children as well as others. 1 
anſwer, it muſt be cither becauſe they do not really believe what 


3 . cher are ſuch hateful creatures ; or elſe natural 


oercomes their principles, For certainly it is not fit 
and reaſonable to love ſinful, lathſenie, danmable creatures, as We: 
onght 1 Jove- innocent, lovely. babes. Nay, 5 
4. If the matter was purſued in its juſt e 
1 don't ſeg hut it would lead people into the old error of 
ſome ancient HMeriticks, who abſtain'd from marriage, becauſe 


- 5 they. would : Tot propagate an evil nature. For if every child 


that 3 is born is a mnfer laden with fin, and adds one more rebel 
e Cod, and one more heir of hell: What friend to God or 
man Would chuſe to be an inſtrument in the production of ſuch- 
"wicked and. expoſed creatures? Sure, voluntarily to propagate 
el againſt God, and heirs. of — ogg hard- 
| Fethe workot « holy and grad man:. „ 

% 8 
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5. This, and fuch Ie dofirine, e 


mote A, It ſhould ſeem this, io particular, has been 


known to have had this effect. And who can-wonder, con- 
ſidering how inconſiſtent it is with reaſen, and with the divine 
perfections. Men, who have too much underſtanding to follow 
ſuch ab/urdities, and yet not care eno 0 to examine the ſcrip- 
tures for themſelves, upon hearing ſuch things taught as the 
doctrines of chriſtianity, give it up with ſcorn, aþytatize and 
periſh. If therefore we have any regard for the honour of Chrz itt, 


or bowels of compaſſion for our brethren, we ſhould be cautious 


how we father ſuch abſurdities upon Chriſt, leſt he be bſaſphemed 
by the means, and ſouls periſh for whom ke died. But where 
it has not ſo bad an effect as this; yet 


6. It naturally leads men into very ene thoughts _— 


of God, which gives a great and general blow to religion. 


ſay nothing of his juice, io which this dorine can never 5 


reconciled, as it charges him with condemning millions to hell- 


flames, who are perfectly innocent and bene 1 fay paſſing 
over this, which, I think, needs sothing to be faid upon it ; 
how does it impeach his holineſs ? For it ſuppoſes bim to make 


millions ſinners by his decree of amputation, x: 85 would otherwiſe 2 SA 4 | 
have been innocent. That it was his decree alone that made al! 


Adam's -poſterity ſinners, is the very eſſence of this doctrine. 
For, to ſay they were ſinners wi ichout the decree of imputatien, 
is in effect to deny the doctrine of imputation, becauſe 1 it is to ſay 
that they were ſinners without it, i. e. in ſhort, it is to charge 
them with actual or penſonal, and not imputed ſin. But now, if 
they were not ſinners before or without the imputation, then cer- 
tainly it was the imputaticn which made them fo. And then 
undeniably, he who was the author of the imputation was the 


_ author of their fin. And fo chriſtians are guilty of holding what 


even Heathen would bluſh at ; yea, that which they, and all 


the world, have ever accounted the higheſt hs us namely, -,M 


that God is the author of fin. God forbid that T ſhould infinuate, 
as if I thought they either hold, or even fee, this conſequence, 15 
But yet, it appears to me to be the real, undeniable conſequence, 


whether they ſee it or not. And 1 fear, that it has (tho perhaps 
_ inſenſibly) a very ill influence upon practice. For how can men 
think, that God hates ſn ſo much as is pretended, when he made 1 


all men ſinners by his own voluntary decree, without which they | 


would have remain'd innocent; and is daily executing that de- 
cree * nee tho ſioners into beg. And if BY gan? 5 


- 
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28 A Winter Evening Converſation, | 
v9 God as ſome of the worſt of the Heathen did, what wonder if 
like them they ſhould be given up to all wickedneſs 

And as to the goadneſt of God (O good father of heaven and 
earth), what doleſul apprehenſions muſt they have of this thine 

excellency and glory, who can ſuppoſe that thou ſhouldſt pro- 

'  nounce a ſentence by which myriads of infants, as blameleſs as 

helpleſs, were conſin d over to blackneſs of darkneſs to be tormen- 

ted with fire and brimſtone for ever ! Is this conſiſtent with in- 
finite goodneſs, nay with any general character of goodneſs ? 

Impoſſible ! What would you think of a king, who, for the of - 

fence of his ſubjects, ſhould murder all the infants in his king- 

dom, (or ſuppoſe a hundred thouſand of them) eſpecially if he 
mould wrack and forture them to death? Would you call him 

à good man, or a cruel monſtrous tyrant ? Surely the latter. And 

yet, all this would be nothing to the caſe before us. Yea, I may 
venture to ſay without ſcruple, that if this doctrine be true as 
above, this act of the divine being almoſt infinitely exceeds all 
the cruelty-of all mankind in all ages put together. Far what 
comparatively are the numbers of innocents, which men have con- 
gdemn'd and tortur'd? But here are innocent mankind (God knows 
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the leaſt danger of thus repreſenting the 156 and ae. 
Further, there is danger of vaſt wrong done to their own © 
and others ſouls by ſuch a repreſentation. © For (as I ſaid) how = 
ſhall they ſtrive to be holy, who believe not that God is holy? e 
Or how imitate his go:dne/s,, who apprehend that, at beſt, cruelty 
is predominant in his charaFer ? In ſhort, as this doctrine repe® , 
| . the Author of our beings, how can we love him ! iI — 
men, can men, love him who made them objects of his hatred, | 
and brought them into being under a ſentence of damnation ?\ 
ls there, in ſuch a repreſentation, any proper foundation for l ? _ 
and does it naturally lead men to love God with all their hearts 
and ſouls ? Who can fay it? And yet, without love, there can 
be no religion. All deſcriptions of the divine Being, therefore, 
which repreſent him in an unamiable light, do the greateſt hurt 
to religion that can be; as they ſtrike at iu, which is the fu - 
filling of the law, I am 'perſwaded therefore, that many of thole, 
who think they believe this doctrine, do not really believe it, or 
elſe don't duly conſider how it repreſents their heavenly father, 
becauſe I would not be underſtood to be in the leaſt tempted to 
doubt but that there are many of them, who, amidſt alt theſe 
clouds and darkneſs, behold his amiableneſs, and love him truly. 
Thovgh the natural, genuine tendency of ſuch principles, if re- 
aliz'd, I am perfwaded, cannot be favourable to the exerciſe of 


this divine virtue ; nor, I think (if purfued thro? all its conſe= "| M 
quences and acted upon) conſiſtent with it. 3 
Thus I have pointed out ſomething of the evil 3 ot 


that doctyine, which I truſt I have proved to be contrary to 
reaſon, and to have no ſolid foundation in the word of G. 
Upon the whole therefore, Neighbours, I hope you will learg © 
- conſcientiouſly to examine all doctrines by reaſon and ſcripture, _ -* 2 
embrace all ?ruth whenever you find it, and 7jet all error | Y 
,old ſoever, and never make void the rruths of God by the tradi. | 
tions of men. | 
A2 2nd and 3d Neigh. We thank you, Sir, for the . pains; 7s 3 
have taken with us, which has not been in vain 3 for we are _ 
_ e and can't but think all the onprejudiced n 2 — <= 
be — 
Min. Here is your neichbour, I ſuppoſe he, at leaſt, is „ 
he has not ſaid fo. c — 
iſt. Neigh. I am afham'd that I ſet out quite ſo posen . 
1 muſt own I am brought to a ſtand, and am determin d os 
take the matter into more ſerious conſideration. For to, my 
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tion, Take time 


good diſpoſi 


Min, You diſcover a 
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eminently ſo as a claſſical Schalar. 
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* the World ef this, 


has made them uſeful in ther Day, will doubtleſs rejoice at this 


Opportunity of yet receiving Inſtruction from their old 5 old Maſter- 


And it may juſtly be Ka». he this. Poſthumous Performance 


will be acceptable to thoſe Mnltitudes, in this and the "Negb- 


bouring Towns, eſpecially among the Learned, who have hear 
of the Fame of this great Man. He was great, as 4 Divine, ana 
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ries and Buſineſſes of this World 7 8. . AN C48 
F: A ſerious Perſon, who ſcruples to comply with the uſual Practice. 
N Cards, deſires to know whether theſe Scruples ariſe 
A. - a needleſs Tenderneſs of Conſcience,” or from the faithful 
= ions of the Spirit of God? 8. PIK R. CAs E IV, How 
way a Perſon, * a Promiſe or N comes from 
1 | God, or is brought by £ Satan to the Soul? 8. Hax WAND. 
C48 E V. How far may a Perſon judge of the Strength or 
Weakneſs of his Faith by the Brigh or Darkneſs of his 
Frames ? 8. PIK E. Ca 5 E VI. hegen a Perſon, who has 
; been a great Sinner, has any Ground to expect Pardon, and the 
„ Comforts of the Holy Ghoſt ; and whether he may partake of 
£ all the Ordinances.of God? S. HAYWARD. Cas tr VII. What 
Judgment ſhould that perſon paſs upon himſelf, who knows 
himſelf to be in a dark and corrupt Frame, but Hinge: himſelf 
- greatly unaffeted with it, and Anpid under it? 8. PIKE, 
Cas E VIII. How may the Ties of Family an | Cloſet Duty 
be beſt regulated, to the Glory of God, our own Comfort, and 
the Advantage of thoſe about us? S. HAX w ARD. Tas. IX. 
Is it not preſumptuous for a Perſon to hope he bas an Intereſt, 
in Chriſt, when he fees little or nothing in himſelf, but Reaſon 
to doubt and queſtion it? S. PXE. OAS E. X. Is going to 
We and ——— theatricalPerformances: conſiſtent with the Pro- 
ion and Practice of Chxiſtianity ? S. HAT N. "CAY EXT... 
How may a Perſon, who is defirous of- following the Dictates 
| | of Providence in every Reſpeft, know the Mind and Will of | 
Dod in any particular Circumſtance, whether, temporal or ſpici-, 
a tual ? 8. Pik x. CA8s N XII. Should not a Perſon, who is not 
comfortably perſuaded of his being a real hriſtian,abſtain from. 
tte Ordinance of the Lord's Supper, leſt he ſhould eat and 
dAdctink Damnation to himſelf ? — And, what Method muſt that 
>, > Perſon take to ſatisfy aChurch of Chriſt of his being à real Chri- 
ZIG tian, who cannot relate any Fare Experience of * Deal- 7 
1 e of Got with hisSoul ? 8. HAYWARD. . ; 
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